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INTRO
At this time of year, for any serious breeders, the hobby can be quite hard work
(as well as expensive!). At the moment I have birds in pens everywhere. Firstly,
there’s the Partridge Wyandotte bantams I hatched, but quite unusual for me
is the Light Sussex bantams, which came from a rush of blood late on last
October. I think it was possibly due to subliminal messaging, because I’d used a

pic of Martin Griffiths’ winning Light Sussex bantam trio in my broody hen book.
Initially, I asked highly respected breeder Nick Smith for a trio of ‘garden quality’
birds for my 3-year-old son, but of course the birds I came home with were of
superb quality. T hey are so calm by nature, stocky old birds that lay really well
for a bantam. Suffice to say, I am very much taken by them! T hen there’s my
Silkie crosses, which I have been breeding for future genetics courses, and
these have been fascinating to me. T hey are such calm and lovely birds, which
means they will be difficult to let go of, so I will likely keep a few - even just for
broodies.
Changing T imes!
For those, who like me, are into the pure-breed and show aspect of poultry
keeping, they will likely resonate with my following sentiments: even in the last
20 years, I’ve seen many faces come and go - the loss of older fanciers who
were all unique in their own ways, as well as friends who were young and could
no longer keep poultry through having children or buying a house not suitable
to poultry keeping. Obviously time is a huge factor too in keeping and breeding
pure poultry. T he last year has seen off a few fanciers who are only middleaged, but cannot face the uncertainty of future lockdowns, including bird flu, or
are just going through some personal stuff. T hat’s one thing I’ve come to
realise: the names and faces will always change, but (or so it appears) I’ll
always be passionate enough to keep going. T hat’s why it was so heartening to
meet new people such as Emma Armstead, the current Cochin Club secretary,
and John Mawson, the Club’s Chairman, who in 2018 invited me to the Cochin
Club Open Day to do a report for Fancy Fowl magazine. In recent times, I’ve had
the pleasure of meeting Laura Munro, a Scottish Pekin breeder, who is very
much about the ‘here and now’ and who has kindly agreed to be interviewed
for this newsletter. So whilst older fanciers pass on, or people aren’t able to
continue the hobby for whatever reason, there are still plenty of new and
enthusiastic poultry people, as well as those returning to the hobby; the future
is bright!
Predators
T his year has seen a huge rise in the cases of chicken coops getting broken
into by some form of predator. Sadly, I fell victim to one such animal of prey in
recent weeks: it literally ripped off the front panel of a cockerel pen and took
my best Pile Wyandotte cockerel ‘George iii”. It was devastating to experience
the pile of feathers the following morning. T he shock is one thing, but that
feeling of being ill-prepared and letting the poor bird down is something else.
Also, the fact you’ll never see that bird again. T he whole day was spent
bolstering poultry houses, which had multiple scratch marks all over. I don’t
actually know what predator it was, and there has been much conjecture, but it
is very desperate. A few nights later, at 2.30am, I was woken by the sound of
something banging at the main door of the poultry coop. I managed to chase
it off and stayed outside until it was light, but the birds are now in safer
quarters. Please be careful, and consider that just because it hasn’t happened
yet, it doesn’t mean that an attack isn’t imminent. Analyse your coops and ask
yourself how much force it would take to get in. I’ve even ensured my sliding
popholes have a lock on so they cannot be opened by a creature (in honesty, it
wouldn’t take much). T hey are getting more brazen and tenacious; don’t let
the next attack be you!
Red Mite

Just how much is the poultry keeper to blame for red mite? Imagine a small
outbreak isn’t controlled at the appropriate point, and then a ‘riddled’ coop is
moved regularly onto fresh ground, dropping hundreds of them into the dry
and cracked soil of our grassy areas. Imagine how quickly they could take hold
of other coops, with the vicious circle going on and on! Just something to
consider, and the reason I wanted to pen a few notes on these little nasties this
month - the time where they are most prevalent here in the UK.
I hope you continue to enjoy these newsletters. Your comments are always
welcome.
Best wishes,
Grant

Laura Munro, from Aberdeenshire, is a keen and enthusiastic breeder of Pekins.

Only having known each other a short while, Laura just stood out to me, and not
because of her brightly coloured hair - rather it was her phenomenal artwork
that first caught my attention, followed by her love for this great hobby of ours,
and the help and advice she gives out regularly. Always constructive and levelheaded, Laura tackles some difficult conversations - particularly when
newcomers ask about the quality of their birds, but they are always guided in the
right direction, in a helpful and well-intentioned manner; many of them being
receptive to learning about the Pekin breed and improving their stock. With 3
children to look after and a busy life, I am very grateful to Laura for agreeing to
answer my questions on many aspects of being a modern-day poultry keeper…
Laura, thanks f or agreeing to do this. What drew you to keeping poultry,
and f urthermore what gets you buzzed about this great hobby of ours?
Honest answer, I really have no idea how it took hold. I just decided one day to
buy a trio of Lavender-Cuckoos for the kids in the back garden. T hen after
seeing so many poultry pages online, it really got my mind thinking, ‘I fancy
getting some really top-quality Pekins and having a bash at showing some.’
You clearly have some quality Pekins in a f ew dif f erent colours. Can you
explain your process of learning and understanding ‘Pekin T ype’ ? and
do you keep any other types of poultry?

T he main thing I did when I started out was ask plenty questions from the
breeders that have been in the fancy for some time, as well as seeing what is
out there - by either going to a show or seeing what breeders are posting
pictures of. T hat started to give me an idea of what to look for in the way of
their type. I then joined the relevant clubs so that I got all the info regarding
standards. I also have a particular preference when it comes to what I like to
see in my birds; be it the amount of comb serrations or their overall colour.
I do have a few other breeds, but they aren’t in focus like the Pekins.

What is your method of breeding (i.e pairs, trios etc) and how many do
you look to hatch f rom each pen?
I like to pair-breed where I can, as this gives me a clear understanding of how
that pair fared together and if the results were as good as I wanted. If, for
example, I struggled to get the numbers I needed from that particular colour
the previous year, I’ll opt for a trio or quartet, but the thing to remember is
trying to make sure the females are evenly matched to each other. I like to use
full sisters, with no additional blood coming into the pen. I also keep a colour in
focus each year. So, this year is Lavenders. I will keep hatching from them until I

am comfortable that I have a good selection to pick from. I never really count
how many I want to see out in a year. I just keep going until I can say I am
happy with that.
Will you tell us what f eeds work best f or your poultry?
I have been with Farmgate Rearer for some time now as a main staple diet. I
did try the Breeder last year and honestly, I am not really seeing a difference
than when on the Rearer, so I have just stuck with it this year. I also add in cut
maize and Bamfords T K Conditoner on rotation every so often.
What is f ertility like in your birds, and do they have to be bred at a
specif ic time f or optimum results?
It has usually been around March and April for the majority of hatching. T his
year I started early, just for the Silver Birchens. I find my Whites and cock birds
are late usually July for them. I think this year’s weather has set a lot of things
back. I have some pens just not showing interest, but hopefully it will pick up.
But usually, April is the ballpark time for me to get started.

Do you use broody hens or incubators?
Main is incubator. I use the Ovation Advance 56. What I like to do is run it full
then take out the empties on day 7 and refill the trays, just helps to cut down
waiting a full 21 days for the next setting. Works quite well for me.
I like to use broody hens too if I have eggs going spare, but ideally the incubator
is definitely my preference.
Is getting the yellow leg colour more dif f icult in certain Pekin varieties,
and are any plumage varieties more dif f icult to breed than others?
I think it really comes down to fine selection to get improvement in the feet
colour. Only keeping on growers that have yellow feet from day-olds and do
not mate 2 pale legged birds; you’re just going to go backwards. I am quite

ruthless in what I keep on, if it does not suit then it goes. I don’t see the point in
keeping something on if it really won’t serve a use to me somewhere.
Regarding plumage, I think any colour can achieve what is set out in the
standards easily. It’s all about correct selection when breeding; they should
complement each other.
I like to see pullets to show a good amount of feather early on, I know then she
will come good later. T he males are similar but more so in the down round the
thighs and tail area. I have found if they show that early then it’s worth growing
that male on (if all other points are reasonable). T his method works for me and
what I like to look for in my youngsters.
Lavenders you must watch with their feathers as they can become weak and
shredded-looking. If this happens, I will make splits using a Black male. I am
opting for the male as I would then only breed back to my hens, not the
Lavender males, as right now they don’t have the same type as what I have in
the hens. I don’t want to go backwards, only forwards and improve.
Your penning room looks ideal. When was it built and how do you
maintain hygiene/cleanliness etc?
I had them made for me in 2018, I think. I had newly moved house, so I had a
shed that I got these pens custom made to fit perfectly inside.
I do once a week clean, sometimes it creeps over a week just with being so
busy but does no harm. I use Virkon S as my main disinfectant. Pens will get
gutted out, sprayed down and laid with a deep layer of shavings. I take whims
on when I will give the shed a really good clean from all the dander but I have
removable doors so there is plenty of ventilation in it, so I don’t have worries
over their respiratory systems getting affected.
Do your children take an interest in the birds, and if so are they good
helpers?
All my children are keen. T hey are very much like me, love all animals. My eldest
likes the black Belgium D’Anvers. Hugh Wallace and Simon Windle helped me
get him set up.
My daughter likes her Silkies, which are just pets, but she also claimed a White
Pekin hen of mine so that will be hers to show at local shows.
T he little one has his pet Belgian D’Uccles. Carries that thing about the place
the whole time, away telling her stories somewhere in the garden. He’s at home
with me the most as he is still nursery age, so he is very much hands-on with
helping me feed, water, collect eggs and catch birds; he’s brilliant at it… better
than me!

T he last year has been dif f icult f or everyone, with no shows or sales.
How have you managed to stay positive and manage stock levels?
I just kept a focus on what I want from my birds, where I want to see them
improve, just worked away.
I did a few runs over winter (when permitted), as I am not one for putting my
birds off in a courier anymore, so I opted to transport them myself. T his helped
me move birds along that would have been originally handed over at the shows
(if they had been on), so stock levels were not bad. I also have the land to
house them if the case ever arose that I couldn’t move them for a while.
Always something to think about when hatching plenty, and I often tell people
to make sure you have the space first for a ‘just in case.’
Are there any breeders you’d like to thank f or helping you along the
way?
Well, so many people have given me great advice over the years, but there’s a
couple of guys in particular I would go to to ask a question as they know the
breed well: Peter Hamill, he will tell me straight if I ask for his thoughts on a
particular bird of mine, which you need if you’re serious about breeding to
improve. Some may not like the straight answer, but you definitely need it if
you’re serious about Pekins. Also, Simon Windle, his wealth of knowledge is
amazing, his memory is better than mine! Always sound advice from them
both. So, I’d like to say thank you to them for putting up with my endless
questions.
I often tell others to always opt to speak to someone who has been in the
game, so to speak, for years - rather than taking advice from the first person
you meet in the fancy. Do not be afraid to approach the long-standing
breeders. T hey will give you their honest views over someone who is worried
about maybe offending. You need the clear-cut answers, I think.
I’m very much a ‘tell it like it is’ type of person, no softly approach. I would rather
be told my bird is no use than be told a roundabout answer that gets me
nowhere. You cannot take comments to heart, because they are honest
opinions, you have to take it as ‘just that.’ If the bird is no use or lacks ‘this or
that’ then OK let’s move on, what’s next? T hat is really the only way you will get
better at breeding.

Do you enjoy the show prep, and how many days bef ore a show will you
wash your birds? (any tips?)
I don’t think there is many out there that say they enjoy show prep! It’s such a
faff for me. But very rewarding to see how the birds scrub up after a good
wash.
If I know what birds I will likely use for the show I will go through feather prep
about 2 months beforehand, which gives enough time for any regrowth. T hey
are such a bother for snapping their foot feathers, I’ll keep them on extra deep
bedding too, to help make sure the footings stay sound.
I wash my birds about 2 weeks before a show, which gives them time to settle
back after the washing process. When show day approaches, I will do a quick
foot and rear wash for any stains, and check for any broken foot feathers too.
Presumably you are as eager as everyone else to return to the social
aspect of shows and sales?
Yes it’s been tough, not getting to meet up with folk and just catch up. Not the
same over social media. T he atmosphere of it all, the noise! Really miss it.
Is there a point with Pekin growers that you can tell the ones that won’t
make the cut f or showing?
I don’t necessarily look at them with the view that they’ll have to get to the
show pen. I really just try and follow the standards for type, colour and finer
points. If I can work through that then there will almost certainly be something
in there that I can show. I find looking away from the birds every so often helps
me too. Gives me fresh eyes to see if any just really stand out to me. If they do
then I will earmark that one for maybe having a show day sometime soon.
What would you say to promote Pekins to any newcomers wishing to
take up a pure breed of poultry?
T hey are such a laid back breed, low maintenance for the garden. Very friendly
and great for the youngsters to handle. Pekins are very pleasing to look at with
their lovely round appearance with an abundance of soft feathers. T hey are
such a pleasure to look at lined up in the show pens, the variety of colours
within the standards makes it all the more interesting picking that favourite
colour. T hey take to prep and showing very well, and most of mine will settle in
for a sleep when at the shows.
Also I like to advise if you’re keen on the breed and want to get on the right
path with the standard. T ry and pick a colour you could see yourself working
with, and then go to a few shows and see how they look and find out who is
entering the birds. T his will then give you an idea of who to go and speak to.

How long have you been into art, and when did you realise you could
draw like ‘that’? (presumably you take commissions)
I have always liked drawing. I am totally self-taught. I never liked following the
teachers’ methods on ‘how to draw,’ I did it my own way which didn’t go down
well with the teacher at times.
Life got in the way for some years so it was just put aside. T hen one night I took
out my pad and drew my first bird. T he ‘Scottish Pekin,’ since then it’s taken off.
I really enjoy drawing poultry, definitely something I couldn’t have seen myself
doing all those years ago, but glad I am now.
Do you have a particular f avourite winner that holds f ond memories?
It would have to be getting my first ever ‘first’ on my showing debut with a
Blue-Mottled hen: ‘Best Novice’ at Peebles. It was such a shock, and that was it
for me… I got the showing bug.
It’s not easy advising people on the quality of their stock - particularly if
their birds don’t look anything like Pekins. Presumably it is worth it when
people appreciate the advice (and you see them making strides in the
right direction)?
Absolutely. I am very much about telling people straight if they ask for advice.
Doesn’t go down well with some, but all I can say is don’t ask the question if you
don’t want honest answers. I have plenty that appreciate my opinion and it’s
definitely nice to see the results of their breeding and seeing them have the
same drive for the breed as I have. It’s all about supporting each other, and
sharing the tips. Don’t guard how you do it! If someone needs help with a
particular colour just advise how you’d go about it. It’s very much trial and error
when it comes to working to improve. See what fits, if it doesn’t work, no
problem, try something else.
In the UK, with ‘Bird Lockdown’ on top of everything else such as the
cancellation of all events, was it something you had mentally prepared
f or, and how did you get through it?
Honestly it didn’t really affect me as my daily life still remained the same, I just
kept ‘doing.’ I spend a lot of time outside most days so I just continued with
that, finding things to tidy up or build. T he cancellation of the shows was a

shame as I was missing the social side of it, but the lack of show prep was a
welcome break. I found a greater appreciation for my birds. I enjoy going out to
them whenever I can - even just to potter about… it helps to keep my mind
busy if something is bothering me.
Understandably, people are a little f ragile at the moment. What would
you say to lif t the spirits of all poultry keepers out there?
T he time will come again where we can all see each other, as we did before,
but just focus on the stock you have and work towards a goal in each, like what
improvements do you want to see in each breeding year. As we all know, you
can’t get it all in one go, so maybe try and aim for one small improvement
each time. Breaks it up a bit. For example, I will focus on combs in one pen, type
in another, wings, eyes etc. Definitely helps keep me busy so I don’t feel I’m
done for the year too soon, I’m always working on something. I never stop. T his
method works for me and keeps me focused on the birds and not thinking
when will the next show happen. Enjoy your birds and the extra time we’re
getting with them right now. END.

Shaun Hammon, along with his wife Sue, opened up the Wernlas
Collection of Poultry back in 1985. Set in the Shropshire Hills, at the
time it was one of a handful of such centres and arguably the
largest UK gene pool for many years. What they created was ‘magic’
and just up my street. They perpetuated many pure chicken breeds
and were an integral part of the UK pure-breed poultry scene. They
introduced so many people to chickens, providing a shop window for
what breeding pens of a varied number of colourful breeds looked
like. You could buy them at any age - from egg, to chick, to grower,
to point of lay. Their shop was always stocked full of poultry goodies
and I couldn’t get enough of the place. Sadly, when Wernlas finally

closed its doors back in 2011, with all the birds gone, Shaun agreed to
a Saturday afternoon sat in his lounge to answer all my questions.
Both Shaun and Sue will always be an important part of my poultry
journey. Here is Part Two…
What was your most unconventional outcross (i.e. to a dif f erent breed),
or were you always able to f ind an outcross of the breed in question?
We did consider crossing to other breeds, but aside from the new ones we
made, such as the Cobar etc, we just didn’t have the time. Also, you can only
spare so many pens to experiments.
You used to have your breeders pellets mixed to your own recipe, how
did it dif f er to standard layers pellets?
After a meeting with Wynnstay nutritionalist, Richard Flack, they agreed to
incorporate a ‘breeder’s supplement’ as well as vitamins into their layers pellets,
which would be called ‘Wernlas breeder pellets.’ T hese became popular with
many of their customers.
You ask how does it differ: well, layers pellets are milled for egg production
purposes, which is fine for that requirement. However, when hatching poultry,
you need a good strong egg from birds that are getting all the right vitamins
and nutrients. Chicks can still be produced when the parents are fed layers
pellets, but the strongest ones come off those fed on breeders pellets. How
does it differ? It’s worlds apart, and anyone reading would do well to take not of
that fact.
How important is mixed grit to the quantity and quality of eggs?
Mixed grit is essential to the diet of growing and laying poultry. T hose who
overlook this factor are very foolish in our eyes. Chick grit is available from feed
outlets as well as mixed grit and should be offered ad lib to growers. We
sometimes added more oystershell to the diet to help raise calcium levels. You
only have to look at crows or pigeons in the road picking up the grit; it’s
essential to allow the gizzard to digest feed efficiently.
What was the most popular breed with customers - presumably the
Light Sussex, or Sebright?
Oh that’s a difficult one to answer! Yes those breeds were both among the
popular ones. However, people’s choices would often change depending on
availability; if one breed wasn’t in stock at the required age, in most cases they
would quickly switch to another one that was available. Aside from the
aforementioned breeds, Buff Orpingtons, Cochins, Rhode Island Reds and Buff
Rock bantams were always in demand. We could have sold Buff Rock bantams
by the bucketload.
Since you mention them, our Sebrights came from Les Rossiter, a breeder
affectionately known as ‘Mr Sebright,’ who’d been breeding them 60 years. T o
touch on an earlier question, we did cross Gold over Silver Sebright (sex -linked)
and got ‘Lemons’ as intermediates. T hese were bred back to Gold and Silver
respectively, but it did eventually become difficult to find outcrosses, and we
found some strains were subject to Marek’s disease.
We felt responsible to advise people on which breeds would go best together,
even if this meant sometimes waiting longer for or missing out on business.

Some people wanted Sebrights and Jersey Giants for example which they
planned on running together. We always tried to advise people on common
sense practices.
One last point on the subject of demand, and that is that it changed quite a lot
depending on which breed was ‘cover star’ on the available poultry magazines.
Actually, I always wanted to write to the top publications and request they give
us breeders a bit of notice about the following 12 months of articles. A good
cover photo and a nice write up doesn’t half stir up and create demand for the
respective variety; something to bear in mind for future!

How long would you leave f ertile eggs bef ore setting?
When asked this question over the phone, my advice to customers was ‘no
more than 10 days’ which I think is sensible. We used to set our eggs every
seven days in the summer months and every fortnight in the winter, when eggs
were less frequent.
One year, when our breeding pens of Sebright and Speckled Sussex bantams
were stolen, we had to resort to using eggs that were 23 & 24 days old.
Fortunately for us, enough chicks hatched to keep the lines going. T hese were
precious - our Speckled Sussex bantams came from Sussex via Rosemary
Howard, who created the Brown Sussex bantams. Her Grandfather was
responsible for creating the large Brown Sussex.
Since you relied on your breeds to be productive, how did you avoid
broodiness?
T here’s a simple answer to that one: you can’t avoid broodiness! (Some breeds
are much more inclined to sit than others), but we had to persevere with them.
It was a pain and we used to shut broodies out in the fresh air to try and break
their urge(s) to sit.
Which breed / variety perf ormed the overall best in 25 years of breeding
(hardiness & ease of hatching / rearing)?
All our birds were hardy. T hey had to be, growing up on a hill environment of 650
ft altitude and a northern exposed site. Sebrights could be tricky to rear and we

had to keep vigilant. We always reared our large fowl separate to our bantams.
We found that Araucana and Welsummer eggs took an extra day to hatch and
attributed it to the denser shell.
You must remember that breeds go through variable stages of productivity,
depending on a number of factors - inbreeding, weather etc, so there is no
easy answer to that question - there isn’t one in particular that sticks out as
being the ‘overall best.’
We believe that birds acclimatised to our set up. T his was brought home to us
one day when a breeder of Old English Pheasant Fowl visited. He couldn’t
believe how much calmer our chicks were than his.

How of ten did you worm your stock and what product did you use?
We used to worm twice a year with Piperazine, until it was withdrawn. After that
we used Flubenvet liquid in the water of adult and growing stock. In more
recent years Wynnstay offered to add Flubenvet to the feed, so we would order
2 separate lots of a ton per year and whatever was on the property got
wormed.
How did you overcome any issues with inf ertility?
In all the years of breeding poultry at Wernlas, we only ever had 1 infertile
cockerel. He was a Speckled Sussex that we bought in from a breeder and was
clearly overweight. T hat’s an issue I have with some of the show boys - they
get their birds too big and it makes breeding from them very difficult. People
seem to adapt the Standard to their own needs and breed accordingly, which is
all wrong.
We used to rotate our males and often had two different unrelated lines of a
particular variety running at the same time.
Which breed was the overall best layer?

Hmm, best layer? I would say the main ones that come to mind are Brown
Leghorns, Light Sussex, Rhode Island Reds, Welbars, Cream Legbars and
Barnevelders - they would all be in category 1, laying 240+ eggs each per year
on average. In category 2 would be Marans, Welsummers, Araucanas and (as
mentioned) Buff Rock bantams averaging around 180 eggs per year. T he rest
of the breeds would come under category 3.
What disinf ectants did you use when cleaning out?
T his changed over the years with availability, or when products were withdrawn.
We used Virkon S for many years (Jays fluid before that) and more recently,
FAM30. However we only ever disinfected our chick house and incubators.
How important is it to rotate pens, and how of ten did you do so?
Well, our vet recommended that because of the worm cycle, we rest ground
for 3 weeks in-between breeding pens, but it ended up being 9-10 weeks on
average, which allowed a good resting and recovery period for the ground.
Our rearing pens ‘Hay Boxes’ were moved daily or every other day. We used to
rotate rearing paddocks yearly to avoid parasitic build up.

What is your view of Blue breeds - is the wastage worth the ef f ort, or did
you breed specif ically to f orce the outcome (Splash over Black = Blue)?
Ha, we just used to breed them as they came; Blue to Blue. We used to get the
percentages of Blacks and Splashes but they were just as popular with
customers. We never bred Splash to Black, I suppose we could have done, but
there was no need. We did, however, cross our separate line of Blacks (Cochins
for example) into our Blues occasionally, to release some hybrid vigour and to
keep the line fresh.
When the phone rang, as well as f or business purposes, you of f ered a lot
of people f ree advice on welf are. Can you recall the most outrageous
question in 25 years?

Oh there are far too many that we’ve forgotten about that I’m sure would
make you laugh. Over the years we tried to be as helpful as we could, and
much of the advice was regularly repeated. We didn’t mind though, it was part
of the job.
As for ‘outrageous,’ the one thing that sticks in mind was the guy who asked if
he could bring his pet cockerel to look around. We agreed on the proviso that
he didn’t walk around the pens (for obvious welfare reasons). We thought it
was a wind up really, but sure enough he turned up with a specially made perch
on the passenger seat, and a lead with collar for his special pet.
One woman rang asking for ‘napkins’ and Sue told her that we had table cloths
and tea towels etc in the shop as well as other kitchenware. After a long and
rather confusing conversation, it transpired that she was after ‘Nankins,’ a
breed of bantam that we kept for many years!
Many worried customers rang and were concerned for a particular hen; “What’s
wrong with her?” they would ask. Often, it wouldn’t take too long to establish
that the ‘sick’ bird was not sick at all, and rather, broody instead.
It did surprise us how many teachers, for example, didn’t have the basic grasp
of biology - particularly with questions about ‘do you need a cockerel for fertile
eggs’ etc. It was quite surprising that so many people had no idea how chickens
procreate. END.

DREAD MITE
T he Lessons
T he summer of 2018 was particularly tough for me with red mite. T he months
of incredible heat (especially for the UK), meant conditions were just perfect
for the little critters to explode in numbers. Really, I had far too many birds on,
and my field (where I keep the birds), was yellow and burnt from the sun,
instead of its usual luscious green colour. T he ground was really dry and
cracked, and the dreaded red mites were even thriving in these conditions. It
got to the point where you daren’t sit down on the grass in fear of some
nymphs crawling all over you.

People think that red mite only come out at night, but what is often overlooked
is the fact they will ‘scarper’ if they feel their home is being threatened in any
way. For example, a shed being moved to fresh ground. It doesn’t take much to
disturb them and then you’ll see them crawling everywhere. And the old poultry
articles used to make out that roofing felt was the problem, but we now know
that red mite will live anywhere - in the ground, in dried faeces, in the myriad of
possible timber cracks (especially around perches), in litter, in breeze blocks,
door frames - basically anywhere!
You ask on a Facebook group what is the best solution to red mite, and just
watch the hundreds of replies that come back; everyone having a slightly
different version of what works best. So it seems there are many options when
it comes to what kills red mites, and you will have to work out what’s best for
you / your budget. I’ve tried many approaches, and people will advise you all
sorts, but this article is about how to reduce the chances of spreading them on
your own property.
T here’s a difference between having red mite in a shed and an infestation on
your whole property. Some years it will be difficult to keep sheds red mite-free,
but here’s the truth: it’s about vigilance. Even if you have the beginnings of a
problem in one shed and decide to hit them hard, it doesn’t mean they can be
put out of your mind for a fortnight. You have to be stealth and
uncompromising: lots of shed-cleans and lots of hitting them hard within a 10day period, so that you have the knowledge they stand little chance of
repopulation.

If there’s a shed with the beginnings of a red mite problem, then obviously shut
that one away last of a night, and open it up last of a morning - so that the
chances of transference by the poultry keeper are minimised. Keep clothes
clean and shower nightly, so that any mites cannot remain on you and then be
transferred to a poultry house.
I have to say, I do believe that once a poultry house has suffered with red mite
(especially a bad case), then getting it ‘mite free’ again isn’t always easy. Even

if the problem seems to have been cured, it is these very houses that appear
to get infested first when the season comes around. Nymphs (baby red mite)
can live in the timber cracks for well over a year. I know there’ll be people who
disagree, claiming their own particular method of eradication to be ideal and
‘not a single mite returning’ but I guess it then depends on the method in
question. Some of the more harsh techniques won’t be for everyone, and
especially with them being regarded as ‘carcinogenic,’ but, if the risk is low and
the effects overwhelmingly successful, are they worth considering?
Whatever your technique, your best line of defence is attack with red mites.
Inspect and clean sheds regularly, keep a mental note of any mite activity and
take appropriate action. In really bad cases (which can, and does, happen to
novice poultry keepers), the faces of occupants go pale and crusty, and they
can be reluctant to go into the house of a night. In severe cases, chickens can
die from the anaemia and stress caused by red mite - although this would call
into question the welfare practices of said poultry keeper.
In conclusion, red mites are robust and resilient little critters. T hey come in
from wild birds, but small infestations can be made much worse by neglect
and ignorance on the poultry keeper’s part. T hey must be controlled at every
opportunity, otherwise they can have a terrible effect on the affected birds’
health, and mental well-being of the poultry keeper. Many of us know someone
who has resorted to burning all of their chicken coops due to red mite (even
established and respected breeders), so it proves how quickly they can take
hold.
Remember, you’re not going through it alone, and the “psychological itch” can
be just as bad as finding red mite crawling on you. If you do find the odd one,
just crush it with your thumbnails, throw your clothes in the wash and head for
the shower. END.

T he return of the Poultry Sales and Auctions was f antastic news f or
many people, so please enjoy this time we have to buy and sell stock
once again. Below are some UK web addresses of upcoming Auctions.

Melton Mowbray
meltonmowbraymarket.co.uk/poultry-sales
Clitheroe www.auctionmart.co.uk
Ross-on-Wye www.penrhiwgarn.co.uk
Hereford www.herefordmarket.co.uk 07791 701952
York www.ylc.co.uk/rare-breeds
Truro www.lodgeandthomas.co.uk/poultry-auctionsales
Hexham www.hexhammart.co.uk
Carlisle www.harrisonandhetherington.co.uk
Rippon Burn 07810175955
Suffolk (Fabian Eagle) www.fabianreagle.co.uk
Gaerwen www.morganevans.com
Somerset www.gth.net/auctions/agricultural/results
Aberdeenshire www.anmarts.co.uk/events.cfm
Cumbria www.hopesauction.co.uk/?s=poultry
Frome
www.fromelivestock.com/catalogues/calendar/2021/6
Cleeve (Somerset) 07309403369
Stafford 07952636179
Skipton www.ccmauctions.com
Devon www.rendells.co.uk
Shropshire www.hallsgb.com
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