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INTRO
Well what a few weeks it has been. Just going forward, this newsletter
will be aimed to be monthly, but will depend largely on what else is
going on here. Best laid plans and all that. The parents amongst you
know how flexible you have to be with your time - especially at this
time of year when there are so many colds and viruses going around.
So thank you for your support and the many compliments received.
Here in Wales, on Friday 5th November, we had experienced a
wonderful bonfire night (The first minister cancelled it last year), and
then the dreadful news of the bird flu announcement came in. My
phone was like a hotline with concerned fanciers and poultry keepers; I
could barely take it in. Bird gatherings were suddenly banned, with no
review date offered, which meant that shows had no other choice but
to cancel. My immediate reaction was to compose emails and
statements on why UK poultry shows posed very little risk to the
commercial sector, and why it was crucial for them to go ahead, if
pure breeds are to survive. These pleas are rather longwinded and
included at the bottom. Not being part of any official body, I don’t
really have a voice, which is certainly how those fighting to save our
hobby feel. So this information can be used by anyone to help
campaign and lobby for our shows to press ahead in future. That’s
what I’ve been up to in the last couple of weeks.
Personally, I’m not only gutted for myself, but for all those friends
who’ve waited nearly two years to show at a large event, and who

haven’t seen each other for so long. Those brave enough to attend
were dearly looking forward to seeing each other, and for some
people it would have been their last time at a major poultry event.
Very sad times for the hobby. As a response to the ban, albeit
temporary, the larger shows have already taken action to move their
events forward to hopefully avoid the migratory bird season, which we
must remember only reduces the chances of bird flu; it certainly
doesn’t offer a guarantee that shows will go ahead.

When the announcement came in, my heart sank as my thoughts
turned towards the stock I was so pleased with this year. I’d bred a
Partridge Wyandotte bantam pullet that is undoubtedly my best ever,
as well as a few promising ones. I’d also had a good year with Pile
Wyandottes, despite a shaky start by a badger taking the breeding
male. A couple of Light Sussex bantams were looking promising too, but
those are both broody now, as is the best Partridge Wyandotte, so
looks like ‘timing’ will have to be really precise for next year’s classics
now in September (Federation) and October (National & Welsh
National).
I knew this would be the case across the board - I’ve been seeing
outstanding pics of 2021-bred stock, which will now have to remain at
home another few months. However, in a weird sort of way, it has
made me more determined to breed even better stock for 2022. I
know quite a few friends feel the same. The fire and passion is still
there in abundance, and we get to look at our birds at home every day,
which is one thing. We have to spare a thought for those who breed
and keep any varieties that will be challenging or ‘impossible’ in their
eyes, to get fit for Sept/Oct, and also those shows who not only will
likely be off in 2022 (possibly up to May/June), but also, who lost their
2017 events. This means some societies will have lost their shows in
2017, 2021 and 2022, with very little option to move dates. How can we
help insure them against bird flu in future?
CONSIDERATIONS
As I write this, buyers and sellers of poultry have been using the time
since the announcement to complete their purchases/sales of stock,

fearing an imminent ban on movement of poultry, as well as the
dreaded housing order which could mean alternative housing
arrangements are necessary (for several months) at the drop of a
hat. Are you prepared? In future, it will be sensible to ensure all your
surplus stock has been sold by October, either personally or through
poultry sales and auctions. Having surplus stock that you have to
suddenly house (and can’t sell) for a number of months is no fun for
anyone, and puts major pressure on welfare considerations;
particularly for those who keep and breed waterfowl. Auction houses,
too, might want to consider moving early sales to further in the year [if
they are likely to be cancelled each year through enforced
government measures].
Events-wise, we had a family outing at Oswestry show, winning a few
classes, and there was a real buzz around that show. It was raining
outside, but the hall was so atmospheric and well-lit, with fanciers
relishing the opportunity to catch up once more. There were so many
quality exhibits on show - it would have been perfect for any
newcomers to see the vast array of breeds available. It felt like a
party. So the latest news is really hard to digest when you consider
how we were getting back to things after a dreaded time of bird flu
and covid. So many new faces were apparent, so the interest is still
there… we’ve just got to hope for a brighter future in terms of these
viruses not being able to spoil everything. Another October event was
the Cochin Club Open day held at Sec Emma Armstead’s house - I will
feature this one next time. Needless to say, another very much enjoyed
outing.
FACEBOOK
As those of you who use Facebook might have noticed, my account
was suddenly whipped away from me a few weeks ago, with any
attempts to retrieve it, futile. Then I was able to get somewhere, but
only if I agreed to upload a screenshot of my passport information to
verify it was me. Well, sadly for me, it means it is the end. We have to
draw the line somewhere, don’t we! When my page was suddenly
locked out one Saturday morning, the reason was given as ‘suspicious
activity’ - when all I’d done was invite a few friends to join my Pile
Wyandotte Group. Social Media has many benefits, and I’ve certainly
lost contact with many of you because of this, but I at least still have
this mode of communication, so please email if you want to get in
touch. The same goes for any mutual friends - please explain the
situation and offer my email address. Social Media has many downsides
and misinformation too, and one friend who’s come off FB described it
as ‘being reborn.’ It is amazing the amount of time you get back, and
the freedom of mind without all the clutter.
EXZOLT
Have you tried Exzolt, the in-water treatment for red mite yet? It is
only available from vets and is regarded as rather expensive, but is so
effective. My penning room proved a real battle in the summer
months with so many cracks for the little critters to hide. It is so nice to
lean your hand in a pen and know there won’t be any nymphs or mites
crawling up you. So, ‘expensive’… yes, but it rids them for several
months, and don’t you think it’s time we had a break? I still use DE

powder for shed bases, as I feel it helps in my crusade for dry and
hygienic floors, but I no longer have to scatter powder in every crack.
GENETICS COURSE UPDATE
I was dearly looking forward to announcing next year’s two-day course
on breeding and genetics for poultry (held at my house), but in light of
the current bird flu situation, the idea will have to be shelved for now.
There was going to be only 10 slots available, and I had many plans to
make it a really memorable weekend for all those investing
themselves in me. It will still happen, just not so sure when. Please email
me to discuss this idea further, and for what the package would
involve.
TO THIS MONTH
Finally, we get there…. this month I have brought you a couple of
articles to cheer us up - the first being a collaboration of interviews
done with poultry icon, the late Will Burdett MBE. I always recall being
sat in Will’s lounge when he spoke of ‘Fowl Pest’ in the 1950s… “It
played havoc with the showing side of things, but they were great
breeding days!” Will would have viewed this latest challenge as
‘another hurdle to overcome’ and his confidence, spirit and passion for
this hobby are positive attributes by which we all should be inspired.
Secondly, I’ve included a piece I wrote on the Columbian varieties of
poultry (some, anyway), where the pic of Nick Smith’s bantam Light
Sussex pullets would fire up anyone, whether breeder, fancier, keeper
or just someone who admires sheer beauty in anything. Until Next time,
keep safe and well, keep positive and take heart in the fact we won’t
be defeated by these challenges. We will grow and adapt, as we
always do! *Don’t forget, if you have a friend who would like to be
included in these newsletters (always come up much better in phones
etc if sent directly from the app), please ask them to email me their
details to grant@gbpoultry.com Thank you. Don’t forget to visit the
website for books or old newsletters.

Visit to a Living Legend (2015):
The now late Will Burdett MBE
When Will Burdett received his MBE for ‘Services to Poultry’, he admits
he didn’t know whether it was for 40 years in the poultry industry, 60
years with the Poultry Club or 25 years as the Royal Poultry Keeper but added that the ‘VIP feeling’ was the same, regardless.
To my mind he is probably the most important poultry keeper around
today, so I was rightly a little nervous before paying the 91-year-old
legend a visit recently. And with Will’s incomprehensible involvement
with poultry over a lifetime, I was conscious that we would only cover
so many topics within the confines of an afternoon. So I decided that
the best approach would be to let Will do the talking, and to try and
take it in…
Many keepers of pure-breed poultry will know Will for his famous
Orpingtons and being
President of many breed clubs, including the Plymouth Rock, Sussex
and Barnevelder clubs as well as his beloved Orpington club. He is also
an honorary life member of the aforementioned clubs as well as the
Poultry Club of Great Britain.
But his involvement in poultry stretches way beyond pure breeds, even
though he was responsible for creating the blue and white Orpington
bantams; with his father, John, creating the black Orpington bantams.
His grandfather, George, obtained large fowl black Orpington stock
from the breed’s originator, William Cook, from Orpington in Kent. His
uncles on his father’s side also kept poultry - Arthur with Rhode Island
Reds and William with Partridge Wyandottes. It is often said that
William Cook created the Orpington, but the Burdetts kept it in the
limelight.
A Pioneer of the UK Broiler industry
In 1952 Will and his partner were given the chance to use the retired
Dalton Aerodrome for poultry rearing purposes, and this is where he
began buying the male chicks from the egg-laying hatcheries and
rearing them for meat. He later went on to buy in American imports of
Cornish Game males and white Rock females. When crossed together,
these made excellent meat birds and are still popular today under the
Ross / Arbor Acres brand names. In Will’s words: “These were
consistent big and chunky birds - both males and females - but we
eventually sexed them for different weights”.
He ran different companies - the Yorkshire Chicken Company, and was
a director of subsidiary company Early Bird Hatcheries. He supplied
meat birds to ‘Buxted Chickens’, which in the 1960s was a large
operation and was begun by Sussex-based Anthony Fisher. Will added:
“Poultry farming was becoming an industry of its own - because
chicken was, and remains, a good food!”. These birds were the first
real brand of UK Broilers, and Buxted Chickens was later floated on the
stock market and was subject of several takeovers.
Breeding down and preservation

Asked about his father’s desire to create the black Orpington bantam,
Will told me that he’d kept them from 1906 to the 1950s and wanted to
create a more economical fowl. “There was a lot of ‘breeding down’ in
those days and people soon realised that bantams were easier to
keep, required less space and feed, and laid just as many eggs as their
large fowl counterparts. In wartime, when poultry feed was rationed, it
was essential to make the most of what you had.”
On creating his white and blue Orpington bantams respectively, Will
added: “Those were tremendous breeding days. You just had to work
with what you had. There wasn’t the availability of all the global breeds
to cross to - like there is today; everything took time!”
He continued: “We went through a very bad patch here in the UK in the
50s and 60s with Fowl Pest disease. We had it spasmodically, with a
year or two free, you know. It played havoc with the breeding side of
things; you could hardly show or sell any birds, and it was only the really
dedicated breeders who kept them going. That’s when I became
involved with all 4 colours of Orpingtons”.

Some late-bred Buff Orpington Chicks in 2015

Royal connections
In Will’s long career with the Poultry Club of Great Britain - including 56
years on Council - he saw a lot of changes, many of which he was part
of instigating for the betterment of the poultry keeping hobby. One
such change was the introduction of Regional shows in 1978 after the
Silver Jubilee the previous year, which included many Royal shows
throughout the country - the Royal show, Royal Cornwall, and Royal
Bath & West to name but three. Will’s new scheme meant that breed

clubs could hold their own shows within specific shows/regions on an
annual basis throughout the country.
It was at the Sandringham Flower show the previous year of Queen
Elizabeth II’s Silver Jubilee (1977), that the Queen Mother was asked to
be Patron of the Poultry Club of Great Britain by Arthur Hammond
Browne. She was agreeable and accepted a gift of a trio of Buff
Orpingtons from Will (who was the then President), thereon agreeing
to exhibit them.
The arrangement was that Arthur would retain some stock at
Sandringham for the Queen Mother to see, whilst the main breeding of
them would be carried out by Will in North Yorkshire. And many awards
were won at shows throughout the country with the Queen Mother’s
Buffs. They [Will and Arthur] would send the cards and rosettes to
Clarence House, who would acknowledge them and return for
safekeeping.
Incomprehensible
I don’t use the above heading lightly - it really is difficult to take in the
depth of impact that Will has made on the poultry keeping community.
His countless wins aside - including 2 supreme championships at the
National show - he served as President of the Poultry Club for a total of
6 years, which is a tremendous achievement in itself.
One of his other major achievements was attending a meeting at
Whitehall with 1971-President, Rex Woods, to plead the case for a clear
distinction to be made between exhibition and commercial poultry.
This was passed by the Ministry of Agriculture on the proviso that strict
vaccination regulations were adhered to.
Previous to this, poultry at shows came under the auspices of the Dairy
Show or the Poultry World National Show. But both having petered out
by 1970, Will and his fellow Council members knew it was time for
change, and the first Poultry Club of Great Britain show was held at
Nottingham in 1973, just 2 years after being granted approval from the
Ministry for a show of their own. The catalyst for all this came from
visiting the Hanover youngstock show in 1971 with secretary Shelagh
Jones and some other Council members and breed club secretaries when the UK had Fowl Pest - to see how the Germans and other
European countries exhibited their poultry.
In 1952 Will had successfully founded the Orpington Bantam Club, which
he had begun campaigning for in 1950 to preserve the 4 colours of
Orpington bantams, which were: Black, White, Blue and Buff back then.
“The large fowl breeders of the day weren’t so keen on accepting the
bantams!”

Juvenile Buf f Orpingtons in 2015

Advice
When asked for any tips on breeding, Will replied with: “Now, as then,
there is no magical formula. Hard work, dedication and attention to
detail are some of the attributes - and less TV and computer time!”
When asked about which grains he uses in the diet of his birds, he
replied with: “I was brought up in the grain and wet mash era and
progressed to modern-era nutritional feeds. Nowadays I have reverted
back to 50% grain (wheat) supplements. The result: happy, big hens,
and happy winners - less cost!”
And since many people struggle with coccidiosis these days, I thought
it appropriate to ask Will’s advice on rearing the birds. He replied with:
“As an ‘ancient’, range-reared is normal practice for my Orpingtons.
Good mown grass, plenty of forage area, and clean, fresh water a
‘must’ at all times. In the early stages from 6-8 weeks, use top-quality
baby chick crumbs (ACS debatable), good soft shavings as litter, and
adequate broody or lamp heat. For intensive rearing, Orpingtons need
plenty of space - 5-6 square feet per bird (even more is ideal), wood
shavings as litter, and generous ventilation - fresh air is free!”
Today
What struck me about Will is that his enthusiasm for poultry, and the
Orpington in particular, hasn’t waned. Stood photographing an icon
holding a pair of blue Orpington bantams - a variety he’d created
some 70 years earlier - was overwhelming. I felt very privileged to be in
such company.
And this pair weren’t just picked up in the garden for the purposes of
the photo - they were in a show pen in Will’s penning room, not long

having been washed and prepared for a poultry show the next day.
Although Will doesn’t get to many shows these days, his good pal Philip
Smedley - secretary of the Buff Orpington club - kindly takes many of
his birds to shows, including: Cleveland, Otley, Stokesley, Pateley Bridge,
Sedgefield, Tockwith and North Yorkshire County to name but a few.
Will’s penning room had sections for his own rosettes and a separate
wall for the late Queen Mother’s. I was fascinated to see that he’d
pressed into service one of his pens for the purpose of a chick
brooder, with some ‘late-hatched’ Buff Orpington chicks occupying
the space and looking in thriving condition.
After being given the tour of Will’s birds it was time to return to the
house for some more poultry chat and a cup of tea and ginger cake. I
can only hope that Will saw in me the kind of spark that he still has
personally for the hobby he’s spent a lifetime engrossed in. I knew that
he’d been a regular scribe for the publications of the time during his
long career, and it is beyond question that his knowledge, contribution
and wisdom will live on for decades to come. His book The Orpington
Fowl is hugely popular and is now enjoying its second edition. END

Inside Will's legendary penning room

COLUMBIAN VARIETIES
It was back in 1984 when this curious 8-year-old was flicking through
the pages of the book ‘Bantams in Colour’ and wondered why the
Wyandottes [that looked exactly the same colour as the Light Sussex]
were called ‘Columbian.’ Almost two decades later and after a fair
degree of research, yours truly would learn that the name ‘Columbian’
was bestowed on a new variety of Wyandotte, born of a chance cross,

and which was exhibited for the first time at the Columbian Exposition
and World's Fair in Chicago, Illinois in 1893. It was predominantly white
across its body plumage, with a beautifully contrasting black neck and
tail feathering. This attractive black neck feathering, surrounded by a
very narrow white fringe to each feather, is often affectionately
referred to as ‘the cape’ amongst exhibition breeders.

A sight to behold... Nick Smith's 2020-bred Light Sussex bantam pullets

NAMING A GENE AFTER A VARIETY
It would be some seventy years later that the ‘Columbian’ gene was
attributed to be the cause of fowl that proudly displayed a very
distinct plumage of a singular body colour, with black feathering (that
still needs selection for abundance) restricted to the neck, tail, and
wing areas (and feet in feathered varieties). The gene’s dominant
action of having little regard for some types of feather pattern
(Partridge an example) – and hence making the body a solid colour
instead – was discovered by geneticists Smith & Somes in 1965. It is
most effective when present in two doses (pure).
THE MAIN COLUMBIAN VARIETIES
Although only the Columbian Wyandotte (probably more aptly 'SilverColumbian') has one of its main genes responsible for its plumage in its
name, there are a few other breeds that have Columbian varieties as
an option, which are predominantly the Light Sussex and the Light
Brahma (others exist in true bantams and Faverolles, Leghorns

etc). These two varieties are very similar in appearance to the
Columbian Wyandotte. They also have buff versions as alternative
options, where the white body plumage (caused by the Silver gene) is
replaced by a buff colour (Gold). In Wyandotte, the buff version of the
Columbian is simply referred to as ‘Buff-Columbian’. In Brahma, the
buff version of the Light Brahma is also regarded as Buff-Columbian’
and the buff version of Light Sussex is simply called ‘Buff Sussex’. To all
intents and purposes, it is a simple switching of one colour for another.
The black areas of the respective fowls remain unchanged; so
restricted to areas you would expect to see them in Columbian
Wyandottes, Light Sussex or Light Brahmas. The major difference
between Light Sussex and Columbian Wyandottes is the under-colour,
which hints at whether they are Wheaten or Partridge-based. The
white under-colour of Light Sussex points towards Wheaten, whereas
the darker under-colour of the Wyandottes (many of them), would
suggest Partridge-based. However, as you can imagine, many are
mixed Wheaten/Partridge at the base, which likely influences changes
of expression of black pigment, depending on what the breeder is
aiming for.
LIGHT SUSSEX
The Light Sussex fowl was developed in Kent, England, in the early 1900s,
and was created to be a dual-purpose fowl for meat and eggs. It is
fairly well documented that its main ancestors were the Silver-Grey
Dorking and the Light Brahma. The Silver-Grey Dorking introduced the
breed’s white skin (including legs), long body, single comb and fleshy
carcass, whereas the Light Brahma clearly introduced great bone
width, size and perhaps most famously, the beautiful white and black
plumage. The Light Sussex has been a variety of Sussex in its own right
for well over a decade, and good numbers are still exhibited today.

Photos: Light Sussex bantam trio - M Grif f iths. Photo by R Stephenson.
Columbian Wyandotte - A Stevenson. Photo by Cathy Newton. Brahma D&J Short

GOLD AND SILVER
For the breeds that I’m covering here, the varieties with a white body
colour are regarded as ‘genetically Silver’ and the ones with a buff
body colour are referred to as ‘genetically Gold’. This factor is
significant in that you can cross them together in a specific way to get

sex-linked offspring. It only works if you put, for example, a BuffColumbian male with a Columbian female. You will be amazed how all
of the daughters resemble dad, and all of the sons resemble mum.
Without going into the complexities of what actually occurs, many
people simply remember this wonder as ‘the colours cross over.’
However, sex-linkage has been made use of in poultry for hundreds of
years. The Light Sussex and Columbian Wyandotte were very popular
candidates to be crossed to ‘genetically Gold’ males for different
specific desired outcomes. For example, a popular meat cross in the
early parts of the twentieth century was an Indian Game male (a very
meaty pure breed) bred to Light Sussex females. All of the female
chicks would emerge brown and the males yellow. This allowed for an
even meatier hybrid than the respective parents, given the Light
Sussex’s broad frame and the Indian Game’s dominant meat-inheriting
traits. Similar such crosses were made to Light Sussex females for egg
purposes alone, and a very popular one until the 1950s in the UK, was
the Brown Leghorn male (a traditionally coloured cockerel) bred to
Light Sussex females. This allowed poultry breeders of the era to
identify the chicks at day-old and feed and rear accordingly.
WHAT ABOUT BREEDING TRUE?
Generally speaking, the Columbian varieties (to include the buff
versions) breed true. There will always be a need for some quality
control, in the form of ensuring that the black feathers remain where
they should be – instead of spilling over into the white or buff body
plumage – but that kind of ‘selection’ is necessary in almost all breeds
and varieties, and normally is only very subtle in the pace of change. So
don’t expect your Light Sussex to suddenly appear with big black
blotches on their backs; enjoy the fact that they breed true! END.

HARLEQUIN?

Meet 'Harley' so named because of his Harlequin-esque appearance.
Really he is a Blue-Partridge-Splash (sometimes called SplashPartridge). You don't see many of them about! His Grandmother is
'True Blue' - a Blue-Partridge Wyandotte bantam pullet gifted to me in
2016 by Geoff Parker (As featured in The Broody Hen Hand Book).
Although I had enough on at the time, Geoff was keen to spread the
Blue-Partridges around, but I was unable to do much in that respect at
the time. True Blue was bred from, but to a Pile bird that wasn't
intended to produce Blue-Partridge. As it transpired, two of the
offspring were Blue-Partridge and so were kept on the family farm.
They have since bred together and produced this male. He has

inherited both available doses of the Blue gene (one from each
parent), hence why some of his feathers are white in areas.
I really didn't plan Blue-Partridge in 2022, but since I've inherited this
male (and knowing how a genetics enthusiast / breeder / poultry nut's
brain works), it is difficult not to imagine breeding him to my best
Partridge females and ending up with some showable Blue-Partridge
females for next year. (In theory, all offspring from that cross should
be Blue-Partridge as they are forced to inherit a single copy of the
blue gene from their father). That's the problem when you always see
too much opportunity in everything. However, it certainly has brought
another dimension to next year's breeding plans. The Pile will take a
back seat. My main focus next season will be Partridge Wyandottes.

Kerry Wilson's Blue Partridge Wyandotte bantams

The Case for UK Poultry Shows....

The Case for the staging of major UK Poultry Shows
INTRODUCTION
There is no doubting the seriousness of the threat of Avian Influenza to
poultry across the globe. For almost two decades this disease has
wreaked havoc on the commercial industry and backyard poultry
communities (in terms of gatherings cancelled and enforced

restrictions). The main worry is the HPAI (Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza) named HN51 and its many subtypes, including the lower
pathogenic (LP) HN79 strain. A major concern for WHO (World Health
Organisation) and associated organisations is the mode of
transmission of the disease, which is spread through contact of
infected and healthy birds, as well as indirectly through feed and water
containers. Worryingly, the disease can also be spread through
airborne secretions, with bird-to-human infection rare but possible,
and mutation of the virus [to becoming transmissible from human-tohuman] even rarer, but not fully understood at present. It goes without
saying that the poultry fancy takes this disease very seriously.
BRIEF HISTORY OF SHOWS
Poultry showing in the UK began in the 1840s when the ban of the sport
of cockfighting was imminent (being enforced in 1849). What was
predominantly an aristocratic pastime (cock-fighting) would
eventually change into a working man’s hobby, where the competitive
nature of men could be channelled into pitting their wits against each
other by breeding and showing various types of exhibition poultry, and
vying for top honours. These ‘breeds’ in their ever-evolving forms,
served dual purposes of providing eggs and meat for the table, as well
as (in many instances) being very aesthetically pleasing. Soon after,
breed clubs were founded to promote and cater for the
aforementioned new pure breeds, many of which had individual clubs
for each colour, but sadly both world wars put paid to most of them.
Consequently, many breed clubs amalgamated to survive or reformed
in the postwar years.
The UK has a rich history of poultry shows dating back to the old dairy
shows in London, and at Alexandra Palace, where many exhibits were
sent in wicker baskets by rail. In the early 1900s, there was often great
prize money for winning exhibits, so competition was high and pure
breeds developed at an impressive rate. Some of these pure breeds
are now famed for their major part in the development of today’s
hybrid layers which evolved in the 1950s, being predominantly made up
of Rhode Island Reds and White Leghorns. Today’s broiler industry owes
a lot to the major breeds in its ancestry, namely the Indian Game and
White Plymouth Rock.
It would be reasonable to say that the UK is one of the most envied
countries in the world for its vast array of quality pure breeds of
poultry, which was reinforced by the demand of Australian keepers
when their request for fresh importation of stock was granted only a
few years ago. Our strict standards and the skills of breeders, past and
present, has meant that most of our pure breeds were able to survive
many trying years. Sadly, over the last couple of decades, there has
been a decline in the number of keepers of the original form of pure
breeds (the large fowl), as people’s lives have become busier and rural
properties with land have increased astronomically in value. Thus the
bantams (or miniatures, to be correct) of pure breeds have become
the enforced ‘size of choice’ for many hobbyists, but not, in most
cases, without complaints from neighbours about crowing cockerels,
demonstrating one of the main challenges of enjoying a traditional
hobby in a modern world.

NATIONAL SHOWS TODAY
To the present day... It has been nearly two years since the last
National and Federation shows were staged, in which time a number of
poultry breeders/exhibitors have passed on, become fearful of
attending events (due to Covid), or in some cases have given up
through despondency or personal circumstances. The two largest
poultry shows in the UK are the National Poultry Show held at
Telford, and the National Federation of Poultry Clubs Show held in
Stafford (both in December). Not only do these two-day events
provide a shop window for potential new keepers, but are so
important for many reasons...
So much goes on at these exhibitions (which those not directly
involved won’t realise), such as AGMs of breed clubs, judging
workshops, educational talks, junior handler competitions, and judging
tests to name but a few examples. Perhaps most importantly these
shows provide an outlet and an equal opportunity for those who, by
their own admission, were never any good at sport but who love to
showcase their breeding skills and talents in the show pen. Ironically,
cancelling shows to save pure breeds will, in many cases, have the
opposite effect, with breeders of quality stock nervously anticipating
the cancellation of shows on an annual basis, resulting in them giving
up their flocks and concentrating on more stable hobbies.
To understand this point of view, one would really have to appreciate
what goes into the breeding year of a serious poultry breeder/fancier
(the people who keep the quality and representative specimens
going). Not only does it take years of breeding, selection, challenges,
hard-won lessons and expense to build up a successful strain of
poultry, but each entry in the December shows is at least a year’s
worth of planning: from the successful pairing of the breeding birds, to
hatching chicks and rearing and keeping growing stock healthy, to
encouraging them through the final stages of maturity, taming and
getting them prepared for show day. It all takes a lot of thought, time,
effort and expense, with many factors having to go right for success to
follow. To remove the annual outlet and the ‘stage’ on which to unveil
each year’s breeding endeavours, is akin to cancelling the Olympics on
a continuous basis, despite the athletes having put in all the
preparatory work (the blood, sweat and tears) beliving they were
going ahead.
OVERWINTERING LOGISTICS
In a standard breeding season, one of the most enjoyable parts of the
year for a breeder/fancier is assessing and marvelling at their elite,
current-year-bred stock – the show potentials – that measure up to
the official breed standard(s), and then being able to sell on the
surplus. This not only gives other people a chance and a ‘start’ with
quality stock, but also frees up pens for the breeder, as well bringing in
some money to offset the corn bill. However, if bird gatherings are
suddenly stopped in November/December time, and well into the new
year, then it means overwintering (in most cases), at least three times
the amount of stock any breeder/fancier would usually keep. Not only
does this cause headaches in terms of pen space and feed bills, but it
greatly hinders the current breeding season. Add to this the logistics of

vastly increased cleaning out when birds have to be housed indoors, it
puts great pressure on any poultry keeper; not only from a cost point
of view, but more pressing, the welfare considerations of having birds
housed indoors for several months.
EQUALITY
In the main, it would be fair to say that poultry breeding and exhibiting
has largely been a working man’s hobby, with the odd exception over
the years. Even in the late 1990s it was a predominantly maleorientated hobby. The encouraging news is that the tables have
started to turn, and now there are many more female breeders and
keepers of pure-breed poultry. In the last decade alone we have seen
the first female championship judge at the Scottish National show, as
well as two female Chairs in the Poultry Club of Great Britain, with the
largest breakthrough being the recent appointment (by members’
vote) of the first female president. In terms of equality in general,
there has never been a better time for this hobby, with anyone, no
matter their gendre, orientation, age or ethnicity, feeling that they can
‘have a go!’.
RISK ASSESSMENT
The potential cost to the UK poultry meat and egg industry [through
contraction of bird flu] is not lost on many people, who can appreciate
why such drastic action is taken. However, through the eyes of the
breeder/fancier, who is aiming to seriously compete with their stock
(and has waited two years to do so), it does appear a little extreme,
when they know their birds are in perfect health and ready to go. It
makes them wonder how collective breeders from around the UK, all
entering their healthy stock and bringing them home again, poses any
real risks to the meat or egg industry, or even to human health. I am
certain that even if tighter measures were needed (such as
compulsory leg ringing, quarantine zones either side of shows, more
stringent inspections, or proof of disease-free stock), then fanciers
would happily oblige, if it meant that shows could go ahead.
FINANCIAL LOSSES
Poultry clubs and societies need their events to take place in order to
balance the books, otherwise they face the very real possibility of
huge financial losses, with no other choice than dissolution. An
enforced revoking of the bird gatherings licence without a review date,
seems a little unfair, particularly for those event organisers who spend
all year planning these shows, and who cannot simply ‘hang on’ to see
if the situation changes. Once such news is announced (the
cancellation of bird gatherings), exhibitors immediately stop sending
entries (with cheques), cancel their hotels and fear the worst. Even if
there was a review date which offered some hope, the annual increase
in bird flu cases from November onwards suggests that no changes
are likely imminent, with breeders/fanciers expecting there soon to be
a ban on movement and a housing order that lasts several months
(2017 and 2020 being cases in point).
ABCs OF PROBLEMS

In recent years, the poultry fancy has faced three main challenges:
Avian (bird flu), Brexit, and Covid. Perhaps the consequences of bird flu
and Covid are obvious, but in spite of those unfortunate diseases and
their subsequent challenges, the new Brexit regulations
(paradoxically), mean that fanciers based in Northern Ireland aren’t
allowed to exhibit their birds at UK shows – without lengthy quarantine
periods after each event. This makes it very logistically challenging for
them, and impacts greatly on UK shows, who always enjoyed the
company of their Northern Irish friends – that undoubtedly made up a
good proportion of the numbers. This new (Brexit) legislation
demonstrates the challenges that lay ahead for the Poultry Club and
other such societies, before bird flu or Covid ruled out shows
(respectively) in the short term.
ANNUAL OCCURRENCE
There is little doubt that bird flu will occur annually in winter through
migrating birds. With no vaccine currently legal (or available), this
poses a great dilemma for the poultry breeder/fancier/ keeper, as
well as show organiser and auction house. It is clear that a solution
(and insulation from bird flu) must be found. Some people have
suggested that bringing the major shows forward to October is one
way around it, albeit with disastrous consequences for those who
breed large fowl (not being mature in time) or older birds not in
condition, and it also affects many smaller societies which usually hold
their shows in October. A personal concern is that even with such
monumental measures, that bird flu could still find a way to revoke the
licences for poultry gatherings. With that in mind, it is my hope that the
Poultry Club and all appropriate societies, can work together with
DEFRA to reach a solution that will give breeders/fanciers assurance
that sensible and preventative measures are in place, that still allow
these events of great importance to take place. The future of pure
breeds depends on it. I will help in any way I can, and am here should
you need to contact me to discuss what solutions might be possible.
Sincerely, Grant Brereton.

Letter to all Breeders, Keepers and
Exhibitors of poultry...
Dear all,
We are in a fight: a fight to save our hobby and to be taken seriously by
those in government. Hopefully, many of you (by now) will have read
my statement in support of major poultry shows in future, which was
drafted to assist in any way possible to help our cause.
We all understand the financial repercussions of this deadly virus on
the commercial poultry sector, so can see the logic in the
government’s response to recent deadly outbreaks of bird flu. It is

clear that bird flu is here to stay (or at least visit us on an annual basis),
and our job is to find a way of insulating ourselves from it - whilst
carrying on in a manner ‘as close to normal as possible.’
What is our approach? Sadly, it seems fairly clear that making a case
for investment in a hobby, mental health, equality, pure breed
preservation, history, our personal or shows’ financial losses, means
very little to those decision makers. It is stating the obvious to say that
DEFRA are looking at the bigger picture. From their perspective, they
aren’t cancelling the major shows, they are simply revoking the licence
for bird gatherings until further notice. However, we all know the
effects such measures have on confidence; particularly with the
patterns of enforced restrictions and bird flu cases over the last few
years.
As you might imagine, being the former editor of Fancy Fowl magazine,
I have many contacts, and my phone has been red hot since the
devastating first announcement on Friday 5th November. I’m sure your
phones and social media accounts have experienced similar activity
over the last few days. It dawned on me that I needed a way to share
all the suggestions offered as to a way forward, because we are
already losing breeders and fanciers who’ve decided this year’s bird flu
announcement was ‘one blow too many.’ It is already catastrophic for
our hobby!
I, and those who represent us, appreciate any suggestions on a way
out of this dreadful predicament. As above, clearly any emotional or
other pleas won’t be heard, particularly from the hobbyists, so it has to
be something that really hits them hard which they cannot ignore. One
such suggestion, put forward is to emphasise the crucial importance of
pure breeds and their precious gene pools as a back up for the
commercial poultry industry. This sounds like a long shot, but think
about recent years where commercial egg farmers have developed
hybrid layers based on Cream Legbars, for example, to satisfy the
growing need for colourful and varied egg baskets. Where would such
breeders have been without the Autosexing Poultry Society, its
members and their annual breed club shows? This proposal has more
gravitas than you might realise.
What about appealing to our Patron, HRH Prince Charles? If nothing
else I believe he needs to hear about the level of destruction that pure
breeds are facing, not only this year (we could all just about ride this
one out), but it’s the unwillingness of the government to consider
contingency in future years that is really alarming. Bird flu will occur
annually, and blanket shut downs with housing orders (likely for several
months), are simply not acceptable, reasonable or practicable. You
would hope that welfare considerations would factor, but currently it is
difficult to open the dialogue on such matters with the decision
makers.
One thought that recently occurred, is that if commercial poultry
farms have received government bail outs through bird flu contraction
(more research is needed here), then surely we could at least
calculate roughly the financial losses on our clubs and charities and
make an application for government aid. The crux of it is that the

government is enforcing these losses through temporary regulations,
so I feel we would have a very definite case in regards to financial help.
Hopefully as more suggestions come in and our case is strengthened, I
will be in touch in the coming days with latest developments.
Sincerely,
Grant

GB Poultry
FFORDD ALED, COLOMENDY, DENBIGH,
DENBIGHSHIRE
United Kingdom
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