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Hi

and welcome to our fourth newsletter! We attended a show last
month (Minsterley) and heartily enjoyed it. We came home with a few
rosettes, including one for 'Best Junior Large' and my boy was
absolutely thrilled. To be fair, he's always helped me feed the birds, so
I felt it was somewhat justified, and just maybe his interest will
continue?
For those who, like many of us, like to keep pure breeds to uphold a
standard and exhibit them, it has been a trying 18 months! This time
last year was no enviable position, and hopefully normal winter events
will go ahead with caution, including our favoured winter classics, which
to many of us are great social events and have been sorely missed!
Many of us have found ourselves overstocked this year, and finding
homes for surplus birds appears more difficult than in recent times.
This would be a good reason to take all your surplus to a renowned
poultry sale, where the right buyers will be there, who appreciate what
is in front of them. Sadly this cannot be said for all poultry sale buyers which reinforces just how difficult it is for auctions to attract vendors of
the right calibre and match them with buyers who appreciate their
stock. One such sale of high regard, where people travel far to, is
Carlisle, run by John and Joan Barry. I spoke to the couple in looking
ahead to this Saturday's sale (18th September).
NEW BOOK
I was very grateful to catch up with probably the most successful
exhibitor of our time, Robin Creighton, who has won two National shows

on his own, and another two with his showing partner Terry Maynard;
Silver Sebrights and Large Spangled Hamburghs, respectively. It is
really good to see their work pay off with the Hamburghs because
they are in the Maynard blood, and the determination to bring back
the large Silver Spangled, by both gents, is nothing short of
admirable. Over the years, I've interviewed Robin a good few times, as
well as recently for my new book on poultry - so we decided why not
include some different snippets from them here. I hope you enjoy this
section. Robin is a really affable guy, and a dedicated breeder and
showman.
FANCY FOWL
As many of you know, I was Fancy Fowl Editor for 12 years, handing over
the baton to my mate Jed Dwight in 2019. The magazine always has,
and always will, be close to my heart, but I know the struggles they've
encountered since the pandemic, and hopefully there is light at the
end of the tunnel. I managed to speak to both Jed and owner Greg
Davis, who is offering GB Poultry readers a special rate of 5 back issues
(including postage) for thirteen pounds, or a sub (UK) for thirty-six
pounds instead of thirty-nine. Non-UK-based please email
greg@todaymagazines.co.uk for any available discounts. Please show
them your support. Jed has done a sterling job since taking over, and
to miss out is truly missing out.
GENETICS ANNOUNCEMENT
Part of the reason I've been overstocked this year is due to further
genetics experiments I wanted to conduct. Sometimes the theory
doesn't always stand up, and I wanted to test a few ideas and take new
photographs for future courses and content. I won't say too much
about that yet, but I'm really excited to offer a new kind of Genetics
Course to anyone interested.
I look forward to seeing many of you at the upcoming UK shows (all
being well!).
Best wishes,
Grant

Carlisle Poultry Sale - with Joan Barry

Joan, it's been one trying time for poultry keepers, as well as the
world in general. How does it feel to be back running poultry sales
(after a year or so that none of us expected)?
You're right there. It is good to think that we are at last going to catch
up with the vendors and purchasers at Carlisle Poultry Sale. We
approach it with a bit of caution, but hopefully if everyone is sensible,
these events can continue long into the future.
How many sales per year does Carlisle hope to hold now?
We don't believe in overdoing it. That way the quality of stock can
reduce. We like to stick to three sales per year, which are February,
April and September.
Carlisle has a fast-growing reputation for a 'quality stock sale'
with good prices. Was it difficult to achieve that status, and
presumably there’s a lot of work involved?
Thank you! Yes, there has been a lot of work involved. We have built up
the sales for over 20 years, and it is nice to think that Carlisle is now
viewed in that way. When we first started there was only 400 pens nothing else. The last sale in February 2020 there was a total of 1,350
pens of Poultry and 425 pens of Waterfowl/Turkeys/Guinea
Fowl/Pheasants; Eggs 273 dozen Hatching Eggs; Cage Birds 180 Lots;
Equipment 70 lots. We're quite proud of those numbers.

When is/was the deadline for the September sale, and how do
people enter?
Unfortunately, the deadline for this sale (September) was 9 August
2021. Future vendors can find entry forms and dates of upcoming
sales online, and all previous Vendors automatically get sent an entry
form (anyone can apply).
How is the sale graded?
We have three Poultry Club Panel A Judges and one Panel B judge, plus
two Waterfowl experts grading each pen on its suitability for breeding.
Some stock will be breeder quality and some will be show quality, with
awards available for 'best of breed.' Naturally, show stock (or red
card) birds achieve higher prices, and having a grading system tends
to keep out poor stock, in our experience.
How much is it per entry, and are lots sold per head or per pen?

It is £1.20 per bird entry fee (pairs or trios etc) sold per pen; Single Birds
sold £2.40 per bird - No single male birds accepted. We accept Pairs or
Trios only.
What is vendor's commission on each sale?
There is a Buyers Premium of 5% plus VAT and Vendors Commission is
10% upset price is £8.00 per pen.
Are all Covid restrictions now lifted, or are masks preferred to be
worn?
All appropriate regulations will be in place as per the time of each sale,
which as I'm sure you appreciate, are subject to change by the
government.
Thanks Joan, good luck for the September sales and the future!
Thank you. If there's anything else you need, please let us know
END

Robin Creighton Interview

Robin at the 2011 National with his Supreme Champion Silver Sebrght
(Photo by Rupert Stephenson)

Friend

and gentleman Robin Creighton is a true devotee of the
fancy, and must go down as one of the most successful breeders in
poultry history. In 2010 he won the Federation Show with breeding
partner Terry Maynard - with a large Silver Spangled Hamburgh
male. The following year he won the National Poultry Show with one of
his famed Silver Sebright bantam females, securing the same award
a couple of years later at the Federation show. In 2015, he would win

the National Poultry Show again with Terry - another large Silver
Spangled Hamburgh male. Such success is rare, but Robin is always
humble, helpful, and willing to share his secrets with anyone who
shows interest. I have been fortunate to interview him several times,
so here are a few excerpts of the different questions posed to the
busy vet over the years…
(2021) Robin, what got you started in Sebrights, and looking
back, how long was it before you felt you really understood them?
A friend of mine at school showed chickens and that is what got me
started in the hobby. I was given a poultry book with photographs of all
the different breeds and I spent hours looking at it. By far my favourite
breed was Sebrights. I started with a trio of Gold Sebrights, which were
not particularly good quality, as a teenager. I went to university to
study as a vet and when I left and bought a house I wanted to start
breeding seriously. I decided to go for Silver Sebrights this time. I have
to say I really like both colours, but if you want to do really well you’re
better off concentrating on one colour. It look several years of
breeding with accurate records and studying them to understand
them.

Maynard & Creighton's 2015 National Supreme Champion - a large Silver
Spangled Hamburgh male. (Photo by Rupert Stephenson)

(2015) Robin, most people dream of winning supreme champion
at one national show, but you've done it 4 times now! Your show
partner in the Hamburghs, Terry Maynard, must be delighted to
have now won the Fed and the National with a large Silver
Spangled Hamburgh male. You have won both shows with Terry
and also on your own with a Silver Sebright female. How does it
feel?
Winning big shows like this gives us both an amazing buzz. It is
recognition for all the hard work we have put into the breed. The large
Silver Spangled Hamburghs are a traditional English breed which have
needed improvement for a long time. We wanted to improve them. To
see birds like that gives us both great pleasure just looking at them
every day.
(2011) Is the breeding of Sebrights getting easier or more difficult
as we approach the year of 2012?
My Sebrights are getting more inbred so fertility and hatchability is
reducing. However, they are coming out more even and I have bred
some pullets which are shorter in the back than anything previously. I
have managed to get the lacing very good now but have struggled to
shorten their backs. However, I think I can now make further progress
on this.
(2021) What inspires you to keep poultry, to breed and to show,
and what gives you a buzz about this great hobby?
When I was four years old, my mother started giving me pocket money
of 50p a week. After a few weeks she asked me what I would like to get.
With this money I bought a Silkie bantam cross, which lived to the age
of 15, and hatched out many chicks for me. I have always loved poultry
and love showing. I started showing as a teenager and I can vividly
remember with it securing my first win. It gave me a real buzz to win at
something. I had really struggled at school due to my severe dyslexia
and I was no good at sport or any other extracurricular activities. That
show was the first time I really won something and it gave me an
amazing buzz. Every time I go to a show and win it gives me a great
feeling. I keep detailed records of every show I go to, the ring numbers
of birds taken, the number of entries in their class and show and
trophies won. To date I have beaten 79,000 birds at shows and won
375 trophies.
But… it's not all about the winning! I love keeping the birds, the
husbandry, seeing the chicks. I also love looking at all the birds at the
show. Every show I go to I generally look at every bird entered. Equally, I
have made so many great friends through showing and had some
great laughs!!

T erry and Robin celebrating their big win with Championship Judge
Rodney Wood. (Photo by Rupert Stephenson)

(2021) If a person was to buy a breeding trio from you, how would
you advise them to breed and retain that standard of quality?
I would advise them to breed as many birds as possible from them.
Ideally they would be better to buy two or three pairs or two trios. As
my lines are close only breeding from a limited amount of birds would
lead to being too inbred quite quickly with poor fertility and hatchibilty.
Even though they are inbred there is still a fair amount of wastage and
you only want to breed from the very best birds you’ve managed to
breed.
(2015) By nature, many of us like to be in control. How does that
work with you and Terry and the Hamburghs? Do you ever
disagree?
Both of us have very similar views on breeding and what we are looking
for. Neither of us are argumentative. If one of us feels more strongly
about something we just go with it. The partnership works really well
and we've never had a cross word with each other. Working together
allows us to breed more birds and run more birds on which allows us to
improve our strain quicker. We have also exchanged birds with Ian
Allonby in Cumbria. Ian very kindly gifted us his cockerel which won
Champion large soft feather light at the Scottish National. This bird we
won with is a grandson of him. This win would not have happened
without the three of us working together to improve the breed.
(2021) What are the main challenges with breeding large Silver
Spangled Hamburghs and do you also breed them from pairs?
The main challenge is getting well-marked males with white undercolour. Out of 50 birds we breed, there are probably only one or two
exceptional males. Our strain is a cockerel-breeding strain as all the
females have Bishop throats to a certain degree, making them not
very good for showing. As the females are very similar in our strain, we
tend to breed from trios and quartets to try and reduce inbreeding.
(2015) Are the Hamburghs fed any differently to the Sebrights?

The Hamburghs stay on chick crumbs and heat for longer to try and
get a bigger sized bird. All are fed chick crumbs, then growers pellets,
then eventually go on to breeder/show pellets. I use Fancy Feeds.
(2021) What faults or signs of weakness won’t you tolerate in your
strain?
I don’t tolerate serious faults at all, like poor eye colour and leg colour.
In the youngstock, as the tail feathers come through, the first thing I
fault them on is smut in a tail. At a local show that is the first thing
some judges will pick out as it's an easy fault to spot. I therefore don’t
tolerate smut in the tails at all. Another common fault is small leaders
which you can get away with showing in pullets, however I avoid
breeding from any with this fault, as you are just breeding in the fault,
which will mean none of the males are any use for showing. I don’t
tolerate poor rose combs in the males which is also a very common
fault.
END

Fancy Fowl Interview with Editor Jed
Dwight and owner Greg Davis...

Editor Jed Dwight (Left) and Owners Greg Davis and father Kevin
Davis at the National Poultry Show

Well Jed, you didn’t have much normality in your new role as
Editor before the world went haywire. Thankfully the shows and
sales are returning, but with bird flu in the mix and all the
uncertainty, how did you manage to keep going when it was so
difficult to be positive (and keep readers with a sense of hope)?
One thing I was grateful for is that I at least got one cycle of the winter
classics under my belt before the mixture of covid and bird flu brought
an end to shows in March 2020. As you'll know yourself, pulling the
spreads together following the National and Federation in particular

takes some doing - particularly when you pull everything forward a
month as I did in 2019! But it's also great fun, hopefully demonstrating
just how much all of us in the fancy value those classic shows as an
opportunity to properly catch up with friends for what, even in normal
times, can be the first time since that same show the year previous;
many of us picking up our conversations where we left off!
Of course, March 2020 brought challenges with it that none of us could
have ever foreseen, including for the mag, and I can't thank enough all
of those who rallied around and supported us, providing articles,
photos, ideas for features and so on. I particularly want to thank our
regular columnists Mike Hatcher, Colin Clark and Ian Waterman who
month after month send me their brilliant columns for inclusion, and
have been doing so for many years - it really is very much
appreciated!
As 2020 went on, and with no shows in sight, we had to look at
alternative ways of celebrating our hobby, and one of the ways we did
this was via the 'Life Stories' feature, where we interview a fancier who
has been in the hobby for a long time, and get their take on the state
of play at the moment, how things have changed over the years
they've been keeping, breeding and showing poultry, and also a
reflection on their own achievements and challenges during that time.
Some of those people have been involved for over 80 years, and so
there's a lot to talk about!
When the winter months came around, which would normally
extensively cover the classic shows, I opted to look back over past
shows, sharing photos of past winners and past characters, some of
those photos going all the way back to the 1980s. This again took some
doing but was lovely to see in print, and hopefully a momento for
future years too.
Greg, as a business owner, suddenly you weren’t able to get to
shows and collect subs from the public visiting your magazine
stand in the poultry tent. How did you survive that time, because
there will likely be subscribers who get the magazine for the show
reports in the main?
I can't lie - it really was a tough time, and especially since we have
several publications and other businesses - there won't be many who
covid didn't severely hit; it was a case of survival. Not having the show
reports in Fancy Fowl was also a big loss as they are a part of the
magazine that our readers love.
Greg, did you miss the face-to-face interaction with subscribers
at the National show, where presumably many fanciers like to
come and have a chat?
It was really tough not having that face to face contact as I think the
whole country felt. Seeing our readers is always a pleasure and we love
receiving their feedback on the magazine be it positive or negative. We
have learnt over the years that it is key to listen to our valued
subscribers!
Jed, Fancy Fowl’s role has always been to encourage the
preservation of pure breeds of poultry, waterfowl, and turkeys. In

this instant-gratification age in which we live, is it more
important than ever to emphasise the need for learning breeding
skills, the art of showmanship and patience?
Absolutely, and I think that's where the 'Life Stories,’ 'At Home with' and
'Breed in Focus' features come in. Many of those interviewed note that,
while there might be more birds at shows nowadays, there aren't as
many dedicated breeders and showmen (and women) as there used
to be, and this is something I often reflect on myself, and I'm sure
others are doing the same. We definitely need to return to the view
that success is measured upon your ability to win prize cards (of
whatever colour) at the Club Show year after year, rather than a Best
in Show every so often - continuity really is key. The successes born
from those who have the strength to focus on one or two breeds has
also come out loud and clear from those interviews, and is often
repeated back to me by other fanciers. It's easier said than done, but
more often than not perseverance and patience pays.
Greg, I still like a physical publication in my hands, and it would
appear that e-books, for example, are less popular than they
once were. Has the modern age of technology hampered the
magazine trade, or do you think it will rub along nicely with
phones and tablets in future?
So many people nowadays spend their days at work on a computer or
using an iPad or tablet. Personally I still really enjoy getting away from
the screens and physically turning the pages of a book or magazine.
There is room for both for sure but I think we are a long way off
physical publications disappearing.
Jed, as a breeder and showman, did you find it difficult in the
lockdowns to not only hold on to surplus stock until we could
meet, but also to house the birds indoors during the bird flu
restrictions?
We've had a good year with the Calls, both last year and this year, and
it doesn't take long before I get itchy to move stock on to make space.
Because the variety we have is rather 'niche' I have people all over the
country wanting stock, and getting birds to those people has certainly
been a challenge, but we got there in the end and I'm pretty much
back down to my breeding birds (other than a few that are going up to
Carlisle this weekend). Regarding bird flu restrictions, it was the length
that they remained in place that made things most challenging this
time around. All of our birds are housed in aviaries anyway, and so I just
needed to make a few alterations to make them compliant, but I still
missed letting them out onto the lawn, which is such a lovely sight, and
something they most certainly relish!
Greg, in terms of payments, would you consider offering
subscribers a direct debit option, where they could pay over 2-3
payments, and more importantly, so they didn’t have to
remember to resubscribe?
This is a great question, as it's something I have been trying to
introduce for years but the costs have always outweighed the benefits.
Recently I have discovered a new option for offering a direct debit, so I
would be really interested to hear from anyone reading if they would

welcome this payment option. Please feel free to email me your
thoughts to greg@todaymagazines.co.uk
Jed, you are a young, popular and ambitious guy, who had plenty
of plans before the editorship came knocking. How did you find
your first big shows in terms of everyone wanting a chat, along
with everything else we pack into these weekends? (In honesty, I
was often overwhelmed by it all).
That's kind of you to say - I'm not quite so young as I used to be! But
certainly there's always a lot going on and I tend to be at my best
when I'm juggling. From December 2019 I stepped back from one of my
roles, and so actually was in a better position to deal with the
challenges that came with the pandemic. Of course it wasn't too long
until I got fed up of having even a bit of time on my hands and took up
my current role with the National Trust, which I'm absolutely loving. In
terms of the big shows, it was a challenge last time around, and mainly
because for the first time in decades we had a December election and
of course my sights were set on helping Elliot to get over the line. As a
result, I was only at the National for one day, and fitted a lot in to that
one day - including judging - but it was lovely as always to see people
and catch up, and I was pleased with our coverage from the show, and
hope others enjoyed it too. The Federation fell literally just after the
election and so I was somewhat exhausted by that time, but with
Stuart Kay's help I manned the Fancy Fowl stand for the weekend and
again met plenty of our lovely and loyal subscribers.
Greg, if the National goes ahead this year, will you be there with
father Kevin, and of course the free mince pies and Quality
Street?
We would love to be there Grant as always! Finances have been
stretched beyond belief over the last 18 months so fingers crossed we
can make the trip this year!
Jed, will you be attending the Fed show with a few hats on: editor,
magazine stand guy, judge, exhibitor? What are your thoughts
on the winter classics, and how do you hope they will pan out?
Yes! I'm hoping to be showing at Stafford, all being well. Our (Light)
Sussex are still young, but should be perfect for mid-December if
there's something worth showing among them - of course I'll have my
Fancy Fowl hat on too plus I expect one or two others!
Greg, to wrap up, what would you say to anyone who hasn’t yet
taken up Fancy Fowl about what they are missing?
I would say if you have an interest or a passion for keeping poultry,
then Fancy Fowl is the magazine for you! As we always say, we can’t
please all of the people all of the time but we hope we get it right
more often than not. Both yourself as previous Editor Grant, and Jed as
current Editor, you have done, and are doing a fantastic job with the
magazine and we hope to encourage new subscribers as the
magazine continues to evolve.
Jed, people often don’t realise how difficult it is to come up with
good content month after month. Just when you put one issue to
bed, you have to do it all over again. Which parts do you enjoy

most (and least) about the job, and what would you say to
anyone who is yet to subscribe?
As those that know me well are only too aware, this job is a dream job
for me; when I was offered the role of Editor, it was a once in a lifetime
opportunity, and I knew that if I didn't take it, I'd regret it for the rest of
my life, and so I never dwell on the challenges. Something I would say
I'm mindful of is ensuring content is varied and doesn't become
repetitive. I also try and make sure the content isn't focused solely
around my own interests, breeds etc, but covers a whole range of
interests. As Greg has already said, striking that balance can be a
challenge, but I hope we get it about right, and I rely on conversations
at shows - and of course over social media - to let me know if I'm on
the right track or not! As I've said already, I simply couldn't do the role
without the support of so many in our hobby, freely offering their
advice to other fanciers when they put pen to paper. They know who
they are and I sincerely thank them again. I'm also indebted to my
colleague Adam (Bealing) who does so much in the background to
ensure the magazine looks as good as it does month after month. I
think Fancy Fowl is a great read for people of all ages and abilities in
our hobby, and with tips galore coupled with plenty of photos and
proper insight into some of the breeds we don't otherwise hear much
about, I hope those who aren't currently subscribers might consider
supporting us in future.
END

Poultry Genetics Course
Announcement...

So

here's the news... next year there will be a two-day poultry
genetics course at my house!! There will be very limited spots and
attendees will need to book their own accommodation locally (details
of which will be provided). Next month, the package details, dates and

cost will be announced. The price being heavily discounted for a very
short time.
This is your opportunity to come and talk face to face with me,
examine birds and look at how (so far as we understand) the
mechanics of inheritance work and operate. Spend time with likeminded individuals, drink copious amounts of tea and coffee and ask
the questions you've always wanted to ask.

Here is some of the feedback from the 1-Day Course I held in
Devon in 2015:
“Thanks! Thoroughly enjoyed today. A lot to get the brain around but
certainly know lots more than I did yesterday!”
- Lis Johnson
“Very interesting and informative course, in ‘normal speak.’ Also liked
the tube genetics”
- Annette Morgan
“Very interesting course. A complex topic delivered in an ‘easier to
understand’ way. Good to see visual results from actual breeding”
- Dave & Jenny Marshall
“Very good at explaining - I did finally get it. Expansive on the topics
and the demonstrations made everything clearer”
- Bethan Clarke
“Interesting day giving good foundation work to poultry genetics.
Thank you”
- Sue Royston
“Very instructive and friendly atmosphere. Great venue and lots of
pre-course preparation”
- George Travis
“Very thought-provoking. Now need to go back and study genetics
books again! Enjoyable day, thank you”
- Jane Freeman

“Very entertaining, well-run day. Good opportunities to go ‘off topic’
and learn new things as well as consolidate previous knowledge.
Thank you”
- Penny Tempest
“Really good! I now have a basic understanding to build on by going
home and studying my birds. The Punnett squares are fab!”
- Wendy Shackel
“Great. Very informative, really enjoyed it. Will put some of the
concepts into use”
- James Eggins
“Very informative and interesting course!”
- John Tucker
“Great day. Learnt a lot. Will go away with the basics to enable me to
learn more. Many thanks”
- Lisa Tucker
“Very enjoyable and informative day. I learned a lot and hopefully will
be able to build on it further. Thank you”
- Kaja Weissner
“Thank you for a super day - very informative and I learned a lot. The
Punnet squares helped with the genetics equations. Good to see the
live results. Must read more! Excellent venue too!”
- Sally Kelly
“From knowing nothing about genetics, I now have a rough
understanding. Good demonstrations and chickens. Good props
(gene poles). Well explained - still have a lot to learn. Lovely venue
and great cake! Good intro to genetics - Punnett squares worked
well”
- Sian Richards
“Very interesting and resourceful day. Look forward to trying out
some improvements on my own birds”
- Carolyn McAllister
“Very interesting. I will follow up with some super serious reading.
Good choice of venue. I go away with lots of ideas”
- David Ifold
“Brilliant day, we learned a lot more than we thought we would.
Lovely hosts and a nice lunch. Excellent, thanks”
- Ian Hornsby
“Very enjoyable and informative. Thank you for a great day in a
lovely setting”
- Lynsey Hornsby
“Excellent!! A very useful, instructive and enjoyable day!”

- Jon Carter (Turkey)
“So pleased we came! Great inspiration. Learned a lot today. The
gene tubes made it easy to understand. Great to meet you, thanks!”
- Sonja Carter (Turkey)
“Very good overall. Liked the demo birds and props. Nice to have the
booklet to take home. Good to test us with the exercises. Not sure
what improvements to suggest, sorry!”
- Christina Millward
“Very interesting - appreciated the demo with the tubes”
- Pauline Parnell
“Content and material were excellent. Venue was good too. Overall
very useful!”
- Ewan Jones

**If this course sounds like it's for you, please click
below to keep updated of announcements

Yes, Please keep me informed!
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